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October t3; 2005

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger
Governor, State of California
J 5tBteCapitol, 1s1Floor
SacramentO,CA 95814

R.E:Soutb Delta rmcroyement Pro~am

Dear Governor Schwuzenc:ggcr:

On bcbaJf oftt,e JJ1landEmpire Economic Partnership (JEEP), its Baud of Directors and Membership, 1am
writins today to expr~ss our orpnization's support for ongoing implementation of the CaWed Bay-DeIta ProgranJ
(IICaJFedj and more SJleciflcal1your support fOTthe developing South Delta Improvements Package, a.series of
efforts in which/ collectively would improve water supply reliabihty, ecosy9tem bea1th and water quaUt)' in the
Delta.

JEEP is the regionaJ economic deveJopment corporation scrving Riverside and San Bernardino Counties. Our
missi.oDis to attract, retain. expand and «catc: busil\t!ss throughout the reaion. Our memben;hip is comprised.of
180 of the Jargest businesses Ind institutions, including twenty-toUTCi~iesand the two Counties. We also work in
the areas ofbusiACS$advocacy and Tcgional planning to ensure 8 sll'ong quality of life and standard ('Ifliving faT
our residents.

Since 2000, the \D1iqueCalFed collaboration has achieved many important accomplishments for the Bay-Delta
and California at large, both progr81'n11U1ticaJJyand t'CgioneUY.and we ani pleased 10 voice our ongoing support
for its efforts. During its fitsl three years, CaWed has invested nearly $2 billion to meet its program i°a1s,
scattered over hundreds of local and tegional projects throughout the state. In order to ensnrr: angoins. balanced
implementation o.rtlle CalFed Record of Decision, imprO'\lemet1tSin all CalFed components [waterqua!1ty,
ecosystem restoration, water supp.ly reliability and Icv~e integrity) need to aQvmcc, a ta.sk that requires political
win and critical funding.

Critical yeu-s are ahead for C.atFed as a much.necded package of Delta improvements wi11advance through
CaIFed and also tbrough their own individual entitlement processes. While we understand final components of the
Delta Improvements Package are stilt be;ng lIcgotiatcd.and win need to be vetted through the appropriatt public
review proce~ OUforganization is supportive of the U1TI.breJlaconcept>('It:'package, rhat r.~ Authority and its
member agencies are advancing.

We \DIderstandthe Delta Improvements Package will contlin tbe following independent clements:

1) Water Sr4pplyReliabilif}l...CaIFed's Conveyance Program, with its accompanying Soutb Delta.
Improvement~ Ptogram. will provide improved water supply reliabiJity as water is .phY$ical]ymoved
tbroug.bthe Delta. Accor~g to the Califamia Department of Water Reso~es, the package will
provide a valuable new supp1yof wa~, increasing deliveries by approximately. 250,000 ~~feet of.
water ann\lally. . . ... ::.:..::-..
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2) Eco.system Re.uortJijon...A long~tcrmEuvironmeot-alWater Account wHl be established 10provide
adequate protections fof' fish in the Delta while casuring m('IrcreHabJedeliveries to water users.

3) Water Qtt.a!ity...Delta interest.';mush be protected from tmpacts to water quality and water levels as
more water is moved 1brough the Delta. A series of improvements and protecti\'e mea~ures,
negotia~ between in-Dclta interests and exporters, inc::ludingwater quality, and water level
S1andardS:.banicrs and managements ofa.gricuJtural drainage, will improve water quality in tbe Delta
for local and statewide interests.

We believe the South Delta Impr.ovemanu Pacbge furthers C.IFod's core objectives... improves watCTsupply
reliability, protects DDltawater quality) and impro'\o"CSecosystem bealth...and creates a muc,,"needed new
fTamcwor1cfor advanc'ingcritical paths for Ca1.fedin the coming m01\thsand yeaT.In fact, it is the nrst major
implementation ~koge of statewide significance witbin the Ca1F~dprogram, moving 11series Gfstatewide water
and environmental projects from plaflni.ngto actual implementation. AdVlmcing;these program c:omponentshelp
ensure CalFed wit! achieve tbe milestones established fOTStagl: 1 (yars 1-7). As you know, many of these
program elements have been delayed and a renBWedemphasis is requited to enSUTetheir timely implementation.

Given that the South DelUlhnprovemcnts Package win be one of Califomi a ~Imost critical water initiatives of the
year. we strongly encourage the Schwarzenegger and Bush Administrations and tl1eiragencies to provide the
commitment and leadership necessary to move it forward without delay. As you might imagine, an
unprecedented level of f'edeta.' and state cooperatioDwill be required to prepare tbe necessuy documents to
support this package. Your leadership win therefore be vita] in ensuring timclinc implementation.

On behalf ofIEEP, thaTlkyou again for your leadership in furt1\eringCalFed pr\nciptes and ensuring sound and
effective management orCa1if()mia~s critical water resources.

Sin~crcly.

Q~L
Paul Hitter
President"&;CEO

PH:w,

CC: Joe Grindstaff. California Bay-Delta Authority
Bay Delta rublu; Advisory Committee
California State Senate AgticultW"eand Water ComJJrittcc
California State Assembly Water, Parks &.Wildli.feComn1ittce
Honorable J)jannc Feinstein
Honorab)e Richard Pombo
Honmable Barbara Boxer
ConaressmanKen Calvert
Congresswoman Mary BOl1o
Congressman DarTcUI~
CongreS$D)anJoe Baca
CongreSJman Jcny 1...cwis
Congn:ssnWt David Dreier
Norma Aria-Lee..MetropoJitan Watet' District of Southem California
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